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A Word from the GABC President  

Dear Members, Friends  
 
2 years are going by fast, 
and so we get again ready 
for Board elections on Octo-
ber 6 and it is your chance to 
become a candidate and/or 
voice your opinion.  
Please see our separate in-
vitation for this luncheon. I 
hope I will see many of you 
there, although we realize 
that luncheons are not that 
popular anymore.  

On August 18 we celebrated our Annual Award of 
Excellence event and those of you who were not 
present, unfortunately missed a very interesting 
lecture by the 2011 recipient Prof.Dr.Hans Graber. 
The common understanding was, that we would 
love to have a separate event with Dr.Graber for all 
who missed this one. Please bear with us and look 
out for the announcement.  

The summer is officially over, although this doesn't 
mean too much in Miami, but heat relief is in sight 
in a few weeks more and I certainly look forward to 
it. No relief appears to be in sight for the economy 
and the global news are anything less than encour-
aging. It is therefore even more surprising that the 
German economy is still going strong and the un-
employment is with some 6% on a 20 years low. 
Compare that with the USA and/or other countries 
in Europe and we have to say, the German industry 
appears to have the right answers even for a global 
economical downturn. Compliments to our fellow 
country-men !  

In closing I hope to see you next October 6.  
All the best  

Michael K. Claus 
President 

 

A Word from the Consul General  

GENERALKONSULIN 
DER BUNDESREPUBLIK 

DEUTSCHLAND 
THE CONSUL GENERAL 

OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
GERMANY 

Dear Members and Friends 

We are living in economically unsettled and challenging 
times on both sides of the Atlantic and strive to find solu-
tions. 

In the midst of so many problems, it is important to re-
member a very unique historic event where separation 
was overcome: German Reunification on October 3rd 
1990 Germany has been united for 21 years now and I 
believe we can be very proud of what we have accom-
plished together in this time span. 

October is not only the month of harvesting the fruits of 
our efforts but also the time for a typical German festival 
which started 200 years ago in Munich and is being cele-
brated around the world now: Oktoberfest. 

There is an abundance of Oktoberfests in Florida, large 
and small-all of them celebrate German customs and 
tradition.   Germans, German-Americans, Americans and 
any other nationals likewise enjoy the typical Oktoberfest 
food, beer and music together. 

Let us raise our glasses in a toast to Germany, German 
heritage and tradition and German Unity. 

Eva Alexandra Kendeffy 

 �
Do you have a story or an idea for the next �
newsletter? If so we want to hear it! To sub-
mit a story for next month’s edition please 

send an email to: info@gabc.us  

 GABC Miami offers Assistance to Member    
Companies to find Interns from Germany 

The GABC receives resumes and  
CV’s on a regular basis from inter-
ested students from Germany who 
are looking to perform an internship 
in the US. If you are a business 
member of the GABC Miami and          

are interested, please get in touch 
with us for information on students 
who are currently seeking intern-
ships or if you want to offer an 
internship in the future.  
Contact Miami@gabc.us for more 
information. 
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Dagmar Keiper operates her consultancy KEIPER AND PARTNER 
predominantly as a German Desk in Miami since 2010, but is also 
supporting US companies, when expanding their business activities 
into Germany.  

The offered services are completely designed to match the clients’ 
individual needs. 

That means:  Together with the client the immediate need for assis-
tance is carefully evaluated.  For example, if an expansion is still un-
der consideration the needed assistance might be to conduct a mar-
ket research, the selection of the market entry strategy, and the ap-
propriate region respectively location.  

When the client has completed the described research and evalua-
tion phase already KEIPER AND PARTNER would be instrumental 
by setting-up and handling the market entry activities, e.g. office 
branch opening including all relevant aspects such as office space, 
recruiting etc followed by adequate marketing and communications 
initiatives.  In particular interesting for businesses relying on a small-
scale expansion, temporary management of the resident representa-
tive function can be offered.  

The entire process outlined above can be divided in single segments 
depending on the clients’ business needs at a certain point in time.   

KEIPER AND PARTNER functions as a one-stop-shopping consul-
tancy providing a network of experts who are specializing in ancillary 
fields of e.g. tax or legal where need for advice may arise. 

New Small Business Member: Keiper and Partner   

KEIPER AND PARTNER  

Dagmar Keiper, Dipl. Pol. 

Managing Partner 

900 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 3009 

Miami, Fl. 33132  

Phone: +1 404 667 2643 

Facsimile: +1 786 369 0326 

Email: Dkeiper@keiperandpartner.com 

www.KEIPERANDPARTNER.com 

New Individual Members: Mark Crofton               Rolf Doppmann 

Timm Duerkop            Stephanie Soff  

Get the 2011/2012 German American Chambers National  Membership Directory! 
The German American Chambers are launching the 2011/2012 Membership Directory! Navi-
gate through 2,500 member companies linked to our offices in Atlanta, Chicago, Houston, New 
York, Philadelphia, San Francisco, and the GABC Miami using our index of industries. The 
directory's structure is based on industry categories, closely resembling the Yellow Pages, 
enabling you to find your contacts quickly and efficiently. 

Over 6,000 key decision-makers in government and industry across the U.S. and Germany will 
use the Membership Directory throughout the year. Issues are available at the GABC office 
now. 

Reserve your copy now by contacting us at miami@gab c.us  
GABC members pay $70 - Non-members pay $85 including shipping in the continental United 
States  
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Fritz & Franz Bierhaus expands from Coral Gables to F ort Lauderdale  

With German-and-Austrian-style eating (and drinking) becoming more popular by the day 
here in the US, yet another restaurant has emerged within this genre.  The brand new Fritz 
& Franz Bierhaus on Commercial Boulevard in Fort La uderdale  opened to the public 
on September 14th  amid a Bavarian bacchanalia for the ages.  Owner Harald Neuweg, dressed in traditional garb, made 
very few announcements before the ribbon cutting ceremony.  Instead, he saved his energy to rile up the already-excited 
crowd with drinking chants once everyone got seated inside his charming new eatery.   
With the wait staff (and many guests) decked out in lederhosen and dirndl (Go to Google Images if you aren’t familiar with 
these), the ambiance felt akin to Oktoberfest (which you’d better believe will be celebrated in style at Fritz & Franz Bier-
haus!).  

During the Grand Opening Gala, guests were treated to fabulous fresh pretzels with mustard and a buttery-cheesy tradi-
tional German dip, called liptauer kase.  In addition, there was a flavorful potato salad, and never-ending platters of wiener 
schnitzel (crispy-fried thinly pounded pork cutlets with lemon for garnish). Warsteiner Beer flowed like the Rhine, and 
guests responded accordingly by partying like they were each crowned Kaiser. 

With appetizers ranging from $5-15 and entrees from $14-$24, Fritz & Franz Bierhaus works 
well for a quick bite or a German-World-Cup-victory-style feast.  There are Happy Hour spe-
cials Monday to Friday from 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. with 2 for 1 draft beer, wine, and well drinks, and 
plenty of HD flat-screen TVs for you to take in that important soccer, er, football match you 
want to catch.  The decor will make you feel like you boarded a plane to Berlin before you got 
there, and the food will keep you there to stay. Source: South Florida Gourmet.com 

Fort Lauderdale: 2861 East Commercial Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, FL Ph: 954 530 6147      
Miami: 60 Merrick Way, Coral Gables, Ph: 305 774 1883                                                                                                
Email: Miamibierhaus@aol.com Web: www.bierhaus.cc/    
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From left to right: Owner Harald Neuweg, Ft .Lauderdale Mayor John P. Jack Seiler ,                                                                                                                 
Honorary Austrian Consul Werner   Stemer, Consul General of Germany Eva Alexandra                                                                                                           
Countess Kendeffy, Fritz & Franz Bierhaus Model Doryann Noghti 
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The GABC presented its 10 th Annual Distinguished German American Award of Exce llence  

 

On August 18 th, 2011 the GABC Miami presented its Distinguished G erman American Award of Excellence to Dr. 
Hans C. Graber. The reception was held at the North ern Trust Bank of Florida, 700 Brickell Avenue, Mia mi, FL 
33131.  

Dr. Graber is Associate Dean for Infrastructure at the University of 
Miami, Executive Director at the Center for Southeastern Tropical 
Advance Remote Sensing and Professor in Applied Marine Phys-
ics. Dr. Graber, who has been with the University of Miami for over 
20 years, is a tenured professor and also serves as Executive 
Director of CSTARS (Center for Southeastern Tropical Advanced 
Remote Sensing) a state-of-the-art, real-time satellite reception 
and analysis facility in southern Miami-Dade that recently cele-
brated its eighth anniversary.                                                                                                                                 

The event was well attended by national and international guests. 
The ceremony was followed by an auction. The event was sup-
ported by Lufthansa, Airbus, Miami Skydive, Bestcanvas, The 
Beacon Hotel South Beach, Dauerflora, Sixt Rent a Car, Hell-
mann, Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, Northern Trust and Baur & 
Klein, P.A.   
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Event Partners: 
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“A Closer Look” at GABC Miami Trustee Members  

Germanischer Lloyd (USA) Inc.  

The GL Group  

The GL Group provides assurance, consulting and classification for the maritime, oil and gas and renewable energy indus-
tries. From technical rules for shipbuilding to rig moving to wind turbine advice, the GL Group operates in more than 80 
countries and employs almost 7,000 highly qualified technical experts worldwide.  

The GL Group traces its beginnings to 1867, when ship owners in Hamburg, Germany, decided to found a classification 
society. In the 1970’s, the company expanded into offshore technology, oil & gas and wind energy. 12 acquisitions in the 
past four years have made the GL Group an international technical advisor and trusted partner for companies in the mari-
time, oil & gas and renewable energy sectors. 

www.gl-group.com 

The GL Group’s Business Segments  

Maritime: Germanischer Lloyd (GL) 

Germanischer Lloyd (GL), the GL Group’s maritime business segment, is a leading ship classification and technical advi-
sory organization. GL offers classification services, plan approval, inspection and certification of materials and components 
as well as technical assessments for ships in service. Advanced engineering, software and support are provided by the 
Maritime Solution unit. GL is dedicated to providing high quality services, which ensure the safety of life and property at 
sea, and minimize impacts on the marine environment. More than 7,200 seagoing ships with a total of more than 
100,000,000 GT are regularly surveyed by GL.  

www.gl-group.com/maritime 

Oil & Gas: GL Noble Denton 

GL Noble Denton, the GL Group’s oil & gas business segment, provides independent technical services and software help-
ing to design and develop, operate and execute, and assure oil and gas assets. GL Noble Denton’s expertise spans up-
stream operations, such as on- and offshore exploration, production and delivery storage; midstream import, storage and 
processing; and downstream distribution across the lifecycle of oil and gas installations.  

www.gl-nobledenton.com 

GL Garrad Hassan / GL Renewables Certification 

GL Garrad Hassan, the GL Group’s renewables business segment, is a leading renewable energy consultancy. It offers 
independent technical and engineering services, products, and training courses to the onshore and offshore wind, wave, 
tidal and solar sectors.  

www.gl-garradhassan.com 

GL Renewables Certification, the GL Group’s renewables certification business segment, is a fully independent accredited 
third party certification body for renewable energy projects and equipment.  

www.gl-group.com/renewables  

Contact : Harry Vordokas Email: harry.vordokas@gl-group.com  Web: www.gl-group.com  
Business Development Manager Americas  
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Coral Gables:   Fritz & Franz Bierhaus  

September 30 - October 9, 2011 

11:00 am to midnight daily on the Bierhaus Plaza in front of Fritz and Franz 
Bierhaus. Free Admission! Address: 60 Merrick Way, Coral Gables 

GABC will hosts its Oktoberfest in the Bierhaus on October 6th, 6 - 8 pm  
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Oktoberfest Celebrations in Coral Gables, Palm Beac h, Miami and Cape Coral 
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Palm Beach: The American German Club of the Palm Beaches 

October 7-8-9 and 14-15-16 / FRI 5:00 pm-11:00 pm, SAT 12 (noon) - 11 
pm, SUN 12 (noon) - 8 pm. Admission: adults $7, children under 12 are 
free. Address: 5111 Lantana Road, Lake Worth, FL-33463 

Cape Coral: German American Social Club 

October 21-22-23 and 28-29-30 / FRI 4:00 pm - Midnight, SAT: noon - 
midnight, SUN: noon - 9:00 pm 

Upcoming GABC Events   

Please find always updated information at www.gabc.us under upcoming events as well as pictures of past events in the 
photo gallery 

October 6 th, 2011: GABC celebrates the Oktoberfest together with other European Chambers at the Fritz & Franz Bierhaus 
in Coral Gables. Members will get a free beer on the Bierhaus and original Bavarian style Brezeln and Obatzda will be 
served! 

October 12 th,2011: 5th European Business Seminar at the Brickell Bay Office Tower, Topic: Social Media - The Digital 
Handshake, Members: free, Nonmembers: $20, register with Miami@gabc.us  

November 15 th,2011:  3rd Annual European Chamber’s Thanksgiving Cocktail Reception at Restaurant “Vita” in South 
Beach. Details TBA! 

December 11 th,2011:  GABC Annual Christmas Dinner at the Hotel Intercontinental in Downtown Miami, Details TBA 

 

Miami: German American Social Club Greater Miami 

October 14, 15, 16 and 21, 22, 23 / FRI 6:00 pm - Midnight, SAT: noon - 
midnight, SUN: noon - 10:00 pm www.germanamericanclub-miami.org  
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Past GABC Events:  

GABC Happy Hour at The Setai South Beach on Septemb er 8th, 2011 

On September 8th, 2011 the German American Business Chamber Miami hosted its fourth After Work-Happy Hour in 2011 
at The Setai South Beach who has been a trustee member since 2009. Members and friends of the chamber enjoyed the 
relaxing and elegant atmosphere at The Setai and took the opportunity to network and chat with new and old contacts. 

Web: www.setai.com�

European Networking Cocktail at the JW Marriott Mia mi 

The German American Business Chamber Miami and other 
European Chambers of Commerce in Miami invited to a Euro-
pean Networking Cocktail on September 29th, 2011 at the JW 
Marriott Miami in Brickell. Over 250 people enjoyed the net-
working opportunity. Look out for our next European cocktail in 
November! 
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3rd October: Texas Offshore Wind Energy Roundtable (TOWER) & Off shore Wind Law (OWL) Conference 
2011 - Houston, TX 
 
6th October: Business Seminar with Ernst Young  -  Atlanta, GA 
 
7th October: Bierfest 2011 hosted by the South Carolina Chapter 
 
5th November: 16th Annual Gala , Atlanta-GA 

All events: http://www.gaccsouth.com/en/events/  

German American Chamber of Commerce of the Southern  U.S. – News 
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Take Advantage of the GABC Member Benefits 

GABC Members can receive great discounts while dining, traveling, shopping and much more.  

Since the German American Business Chamber shares all member discounts with other European Chambers in Miami 
(the Italy American Chamber of Commerce, the Spain-US Chamber of Commerce, the French-American Chamber of Com-
merce and the British-American Business Council Miami) the list of benefits has grown tremendously.   

The list of member discounts for all businesses including all member benefits is available for members in the login area .  

Some Examples: 

 

Ceceba North America on 
www.cecebanorthamerica.com 

Ceceba North America 

GABC members receive a 10% discount at the online shop of 

www.cecebanorthamerica.com 
 
Contact GABC for member code! 

If you are interested in offering discounts to the members of the European Chambers in Miami contact us for more information at 

miami@gabc.us. We look forward to working closely with all of you in making your business more visible through all the options that 

the GABC can offer to you.  
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Beacon Hotel South Beach 

All members receive a 10% discount on stan-
dard hotel room rates. 

Offer cannot be combined with any other offer 
or promotion. 

Must present Membership card and mention 
discount at time of booking. Please contact 
Christopher Regalado. 
 
Please present your GABC membership card to 
receive the discounts! 
 
Contact: www.beaconsouthbeach.com  

The Palms Hotel & Spa 

All members receive a 15% discount on standard hotel room rates, 

15% on lunch & dinner at Essensia and 15% on spa treatments 
and salon services at The Palms Spa. 

Offer cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Hotel 

fee will not be discounted. 

Contact: www.thepalmshotel.com 

Must present Membership card and mention discount at time of 
booking.� 
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The GABC Miami is an official affiliate of the    
GACC South. Find more information on the 
GACC: http://www.gaccsouth.com/en/ 

Weblinks to German American Associations and Clubs: 

GIPA: German International Parents Association 

Find more information on GIPA: http://www.gipa.org/ 

GASC: German American Social Club Miami 

Find more information on GASC: http://www.germanamericanclub-miami.org/ 

 An Affiliate of: 



_________________________________  

GABC™ Official Platinum Sponsor 

_________________________________ 

GABC™ Official Gold Sponsor 

_________________________________ 

GABC™ Trustee Members 


